MLRA REGION 10 NEWSLETTER—FEBRUARY 1, 2000

The format and content of this newsletter, starting with this month’s issue, takes on a new look. Because all of the soil survey project offices served by the MLRA Region 10 Office now have upgraded their computers and web browser systems, they are now able to receive the enhancements that are part of this and future newsletters.

#######################################################################################

DATA MAPUNIT COMPONENTS GRAPHIC

The color graphic represents an EM-38 display of a parcel of land in South Dakota. It was developed by Dr. Fritz and Dr. Malo at South Dakota State University.

I have found it particularly useful in explaining the concept of data mapunit components. As the graphic shows one could imagine that each color was a component and that component had its own hillslope position. I tend to use the graphic in a scale neutral sense, just trying to show how complex each components is on a landscape.

The colors reflect the number scale on the left. I believe the differences in numbers reflect the soil moisture content and hence the electrical conductivity of each soil. So it seems to work as a proxy for a map unit component.

Just thought some of you could use it.

--

AL GIENCKE
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STATUS OF INTERPRETATION REPORT

 DEVELOPMENT IN NASIS

By

John Handler, Region 10 Soil Specialist

and

Lynn DesLauriers, Region 10 Soil Specialist

January, 2000

A major shift in how interpretations are created and stored has occurred as we have moved from SSSD to NASIS as our soil database.

SSSD interpretations were generated in AMES from soil properties on an SIR.  These soil properties were relatively static and did not necessarily reflect soil properties of a map unit in a survey area.  For example, soil properties and corresponding interpretations in the manuscript tables were manually edited on hard copy tables to reflect conditions in the survey area, but were not necessarily made to the MUIR data.  These changes were difficult to make to the database because of the limitations of the SIR. 

The stored SSSD legacy interpretations migrated over to NASIS and most are now in the component interpretation and component interpretation restriction tables in NASIS.  These interpretations can be and are being used for some of the older project soil surveys, where minimal changes have been made to the soil property data since conversion to NASIS.  If changes are made to the soil property data, then the legacy interpretations need to be checked and, if necessary, manually changed in NASIS using the legacy interpretive criteria in the National Soils Handbook.  NASIS cannot regenerate these legacy interpretations using edited soil properties. 

The other option is to use NASIS interpretations from the NASIS Interpretations Report Generator. The interpretations report generator in NASIS allows for the generation of interpretations on the soil property data in data map units at any time.  Because the interpretive results are a function of running the soil property data through criteria, interpretive results are always up-to-date with the data and criteria.  

Interpretive results from the NASIS Interpretations Report Generator are not stored in NASIS.  They are outputted as a text only report that can then be converted into other formats.

Map units are now being correlated irrespective of political boundaries based on naturally occurring changes in soil properties across soil landscapes.  Soil property data is contained in the data map unit object in NASIS.  It should not be necessary to require the same interpretations for exact joins between subsets, rather an exact join of soil property data.  Quality control and quality assurance activities should center on the correlation of property data, not interpretations.

Users will develop new interpretations with assistance from NRCS soil scientists who specialize in technical soil services.  This will provide for interpretations that better meet local and regional needs.  For example, different forest haul road interpretations could be developed using the NASIS Interpretations Report Generator for the Pacific Northwest than for the Flatwoods of Florida.  Users have requested this type of flexibility in soil interpretations for a long time.  Development of new interpretations should commence at the beginning of a soil survey project and not be an afterthought at the end of the survey.

Other features of the NASIS interpretations report generator are:

· Interpretations can now deal with interactions, such as the interaction of slope and wet soil moisture status where, as slope increases, the effects of wet soil moisture status decreases.

· Interpretations can now deal with relative weights, such as when slope may have more importance to the interpretation than the depth to wet soil moisture status.

· In SSSD the interpretations results were based on the most limiting feature.  If most properties are ranked slight or moderate, but one is ranked severe, the soil is given a severe rating.  In NASIS, the ranking of all properties is possible.

· You can display the complete gradation of how true (or false) an interpretive statement is as a numerical value where 1 is absolutely true and 0 is absolutely not true about a particular soil property (values are generated using a branch of mathematics termed “fuzzy logic”).  In addition, you are not constrained by the crisp rating classes such as slight, moderate, and severe.  NASIS can handle any number of ratings classes.

· NASIS allows you to create local or regional interpretations based on your own criteria.

Bob Nielsen in Lincoln has developed NASIS interpretations for all of the legacy interpretations that were used in SSSD.  These interpretations are intended to closely match the criteria used for the legacy interpretations.  There may be minor deviations from the legacy criteria, so anyone using these interpretations should review the validity of the results on soils for which they have personal experience.  The following legacy interpretations have been completed and are ready for use in NASIS:

· Building Sites - shallow excavations, dwellings with basements, dwellings without basements, small commercial buildings, local roads and streets, lawns and landscaping

· Sanitary Facilities - septic tank absorption fields, sewage lagoon areas, sanitary landfill (trench), sanitary landfill (area), daily cover for landfill

· Construction Materials – road fill, sand, gravel, topsoil

· Recreational Development – camp areas, picnic areas, playgrounds, paths and trails

The interpretations for water management remain to be developed.

When NASIS interpretations are included in soil survey manuscripts, prewritten material will be needed to describe these interpretations to the user.  This prewritten material has been developed and is available on the Region 10 web site (http://www.mn.nrcs.usda.gov/mo10/mo10.html , then click on “Soil Survey reference Documents and Books”).

Rick Fielder in MLRA Region 16 (MO 16) has also developed NASIS interpretations to replace the SSSD legacy interpretations.  These interpretations use somewhat different criteria and the reports are formatted differently.  Prewritten material has been developed for these interpretations.  These interpretations are available through “nasisclient”.

The following are examples of NASIS interpretations developed by both Fielder and Nielsen:

Fielder Interpretations:

                                                          ROSEAU COUNTY, MINNESOTA: Detailed Soil Map Legend
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                                                                 RECREATIONAL SITE DEVELOPMENT

(The information in this report indicates the dominant soil condition but does not eliminate the need for onsite investigation.  The numbers in the value columns

     range from 0.00 to 1.00.  The larger the value, the greater the potential limitation.  See text for further explanation of ratings in this table.)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

|                        |                           |                           |                           |                           |

|Map symbol and soil name|        Camp areas         |       Picnic areas        |        Playgrounds        |     Paths and trails      |

|------------------------|---------------------------|---------------------------|---------------------------|---------------------------|

|                        |     Limitation      |Value|     Limitation      |Value|     Limitation      |Value|     Limitation      |Value|

|47:                     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

| Colvin-----------------|Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |

|                        |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     |

|                        |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |1.00 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     |

|                        |~percs slowly        |0.60 |~percs slowly        |0.60 |~percs slowly        |0.60 |~too clayey          |0.60 |

|                        | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

| Bearden----------------|Limited              |     |Moderately limited   |     |Limited              |     |Moderately limited   |     |

|                        |~wetness             |0.62 |~percs slowly        |0.60 |~wetness             |0.62 |~wetness             |0.30 |

|                        | (limited)           |     | (moderately limited)|     | (limited)           |     | (moderately limited)|     |

|                        |~percs slowly        |0.60 |~wetness             |0.30 |~percs slowly        |0.60 |                     |     |

|                        | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

| Grano------------------|Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |

|                        |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     |

|                        |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |1.00 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     |

|                        |~too clayey          |1.00 |~too clayey          |1.00 |~too clayey          |1.00 |~too clayey          |1.00 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

| Sax--------------------|Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |

|                        |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     |

|                        |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |1.00 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

|48B:                    |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

| Hiwood-----------------|Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |

|                        |~too sandy           |1.00 |~too sandy           |1.00 |~too sandy           |1.00 |~too sandy           |1.00 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     |

|                        |~wetness             |0.60 |~too acid            |0.12 |~wetness             |0.60 |~wetness             |0.02 |

|                        | (limited)           |     | (slightly limited)  |     | (limited)           |     | (slightly limited)  |     |

|                        |~too acid            |0.12 |~wetness             |0.02 |~slope               |0.50 |                     |     |

|                        | (slightly limited)  |     | (slightly limited)  |     | (moderately limited)|     |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

| Redby------------------|Very limited         |     |Limited              |     |Very limited         |     |Limited              |     |

|                        |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |0.63 |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |0.63 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (limited)           |     | (very limited)      |     | (limited)           |     |

|                        |~too sandy           |0.50 |~too sandy           |0.50 |~too sandy           |0.50 |~too sandy           |0.50 |

|                        | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     |

                                                          ROSEAU COUNTY, MINNESOTA: Detailed Soil Map Legend
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                                                                 RECREATIONAL SITE DEVELOPMENT--Continued

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

|                        |                           |                           |                           |                           |

|Map symbol and soil name|        Camp areas         |       Picnic areas        |        Playgrounds        |     Paths and trails      |

|------------------------|---------------------------|---------------------------|---------------------------|---------------------------|

|                        |     Limitation      |Value|     Limitation      |Value|     Limitation      |Value|     Limitation      |Value|

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |~slope               |0.02 |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     | (slightly limited)  |     |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

| Clearriver-------------|Moderately limited   |     |Moderately limited   |     |Moderately limited   |     |Moderately limited   |     |

|                        |~too sandy           |0.50 |~too sandy           |0.50 |~too sandy           |0.50 |~too sandy           |0.50 |

|                        | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |~slope               |0.02 |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     | (slightly limited)  |     |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

| Cormant----------------|Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |

|                        |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |~ponded (wetness)    |1.00 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     |

|                        |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |1.00 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     |

|                        |~too sandy           |0.50 |~too sandy           |0.50 |~too sandy           |0.50 |~too sandy           |0.50 |

|                        | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

| Zimmerman--------------|Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |

|                        |~too sandy           |1.00 |~too sandy           |1.00 |~too sandy           |1.00 |~too sandy           |1.00 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |~slope               |0.50 |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     | (moderately limited)|     |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

|158B:                   |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

| Zimmerman--------------|Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |

|                        |~too sandy           |1.00 |~too sandy           |1.00 |~too sandy           |1.00 |~too sandy           |1.00 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |~slope               |0.50 |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     | (moderately limited)|     |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

| Hiwood-----------------|Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |Very limited         |     |

|                        |~too sandy           |1.00 |~too sandy           |1.00 |~too sandy           |1.00 |~too sandy           |1.00 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     | (very limited)      |     |

|                        |~wetness             |0.60 |~too acid            |0.12 |~wetness             |0.60 |~wetness             |0.02 |

|                        | (limited)           |     | (slightly limited)  |     | (limited)           |     | (slightly limited)  |     |

|                        |~too acid            |0.12 |~wetness             |0.02 |~slope               |0.50 |                     |     |

|                        | (slightly limited)  |     | (slightly limited)  |     | (moderately limited)|     |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

| Two inlets-------------|Moderately limited   |     |Moderately limited   |     |Very limited         |     |Moderately limited   |     |

|                        |~too sandy           |0.50 |~too sandy           |0.50 |~small stones        |1.00 |~too sandy           |0.50 |

|                        | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     | (very limited)      |     | (moderately limited)|     |

|                        |~small stones        |0.32 |~small stones        |0.32 |~too sandy           |0.50 |                     |     |

|                        | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |~slope               |0.26 |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     | (slightly limited)  |     |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

| Redby------------------|Very limited         |     |Limited              |     |Very limited         |     |Limited              |     |

                                                          ROSEAU COUNTY, MINNESOTA: Detailed Soil Map Legend
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                                                                 RECREATIONAL SITE DEVELOPMENT--Continued

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

|                        |                           |                           |                           |                           |

|Map symbol and soil name|        Camp areas         |       Picnic areas        |        Playgrounds        |     Paths and trails      |

|------------------------|---------------------------|---------------------------|---------------------------|---------------------------|

|                        |     Limitation      |Value|     Limitation      |Value|     Limitation      |Value|     Limitation      |Value|

|                        |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |0.63 |~wetness             |1.00 |~wetness             |0.63 |

|                        | (very limited)      |     | (limited)           |     | (very limited)      |     | (limited)           |     |

|                        |~too sandy           |0.50 |~too sandy           |0.50 |~too sandy           |0.50 |~too sandy           |0.50 |

|                        | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     | (moderately limited)|     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |~slope               |0.02 |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     | (slightly limited)  |     |                     |     |

|                        |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |                     |     |

|________________________|_____________________|_____|_____________________|_____|_____________________|_____|_____________________|_____|

Nielsen Interpretations:

ROSEAU COUNTY, MINNESOTA                                                         Print date:  01/24/2000

Table REC-1.--Recreation

(The information in this table indicates the dominant soil condition but does not eliminate the need

     for onsite investigation.  The numbers in the value columns range from 0.00 to 1.00.  The

     larger the value, the greater the potential limitation.  See text for further explanation of

     ratings in this table.)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                     |    |                         |                         |

     Map symbol      |Pct |       Camp areas        |      Picnic areas       |       Playgrounds

    and soil name    | of |                         |                         |

                     |map |                         |                         |

                     |unit|                         |                         |

                     |    |_________________________|_________________________|_________________________

                     |    | Rating class and  |Value| Rating class and  |Value| Rating class and  |Value

                     |    | limiting features |     | limiting features |     | limiting features |

_____________________|____|___________________|_____|___________________|_____|___________________|_____

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

47:                  |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

 Colvin--------------| 85 |Very limited       |     |Very limited       |     |Very limited       |

                     |    |  Ponding          |1.00 |  Ponding          |1.00 |  Ponding          |1.00

                     |    |  Depth to         |1.00 |  Depth to         |1.00 |  Depth to         |1.00

                     |    |   saturated zone  |     |   saturated zone  |     |   saturated zone  |

                     |    |  Restricted       |0.31 |  Restricted       |0.31 |  Restricted       |0.31

                     |    |   permeability    |     |   permeability    |     |   permeability    |

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

 Bearden-------------| 5  |Somewhat limited   |     |Somewhat limited   |     |Somewhat limited   |

                     |    |  Depth to         |0.50 |  Restricted       |0.31 |  Depth to         |0.50

                     |    |   saturated zone  |     |   permeability    |     |   saturated zone  |

                     |    |  Restricted       |0.31 |  Depth to         |0.22 |  Restricted       |0.31

                     |    |   permeability    |     |   saturated zone  |     |   permeability    |

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

 Grano---------------| 5  |Very limited       |     |Very limited       |     |Very limited       |

                     |    |  Ponding          |1.00 |  Ponding          |1.00 |  Ponding          |1.00

                     |    |  Restricted       |1.00 |  Restricted       |1.00 |  Restricted       |1.00

                     |    |   permeability    |     |   permeability    |     |   permeability    |

                     |    |  Depth to         |1.00 |  Depth to         |1.00 |  Depth to         |1.00

                     |    |   saturated zone  |     |   saturated zone  |     |   saturated zone  |

                     |    |  Too clayey       |1.00 |  Too clayey       |1.00 |  Too clayey       |1.00

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

 Sax-----------------| 5  |Very limited       |     |Very limited       |     |Very limited       |

                     |    |  Depth to         |1.00 |  Ponding          |1.00 |  Depth to         |1.00

                     |    |   saturated zone  |     |                   |     |   saturated zone  |

                     |    |  Ponding          |1.00 |  Depth to         |1.00 |  Content of       |1.00

                     |    |                   |     |   saturated zone  |     |   organic matter  |

                     |    |  Content of       |1.00 |  Content of       |1.00 |  Ponding          |1.00

                     |    |   organic matter  |     |   organic matter  |     |                   |

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

48B:                 |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

 Hiwood--------------| 85 |Somewhat limited   |     |Somewhat limited   |     |Somewhat limited   |

                     |    |  Too sandy        |0.88 |  Too sandy        |0.88 |  Too sandy        |0.88

                     |    |  Depth to         |0.00 |                   |     |  Slope            |0.50

                     |    |   saturated zone  |     |                   |     |                   |

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |  Depth to         |0.00

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |   saturated zone  |

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

 Redby---------------| 7  |Very limited       |     |Somewhat limited   |     |Very limited       |

                     |    |  Depth to         |1.00 |  Too sandy        |0.88 |  Depth to         |1.00

                     |    |   saturated zone  |     |                   |     |   saturated zone  |

                     |    |  Too sandy        |0.88 |  Depth to         |0.78 |  Too sandy        |0.88

                     |    |                   |     |   saturated zone  |     |                   |

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

 Clearriver----------| 3  |Somewhat limited   |     |Somewhat limited   |     |Somewhat limited   |

                     |    |  Too sandy        |0.12 |  Too sandy        |0.12 |  Too sandy        |0.12

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

 Cormant-------------| 3  |Very limited       |     |Very limited       |     |Very limited       |

                     |    |  Ponding          |1.00 |  Ponding          |1.00 |  Ponding          |1.00

                     |    |  Depth to         |1.00 |  Depth to         |1.00 |  Depth to         |1.00

                     |    |   saturated zone  |     |   saturated zone  |     |   saturated zone  |

Table REC-1.--Recreation--Continued

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                     |    |                         |                         |

     Map symbol      |Pct |       Camp areas        |      Picnic areas       |       Playgrounds

    and soil name    | of |                         |                         |

                     |map |                         |                         |

                     |unit|                         |                         |

                     |    |_________________________|_________________________|_________________________

                     |    | Rating class and  |Value| Rating class and  |Value| Rating class and  |Value

                     |    | limiting features |     | limiting features |     | limiting features |

_____________________|____|___________________|_____|___________________|_____|___________________|_____

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

                     |    |  Too sandy        |0.28 |  Too sandy        |0.28 |  Too sandy        |0.28

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

 Zimmerman-----------| 2  |Somewhat limited   |     |Somewhat limited   |     |Somewhat limited   |

                     |    |  Too sandy        |0.88 |  Too sandy        |0.88 |  Too sandy        |0.88

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |  Slope            |0.50

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

158B:                |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

 Zimmerman-----------| 85 |Somewhat limited   |     |Somewhat limited   |     |Somewhat limited   |

                     |    |  Too sandy        |0.88 |  Too sandy        |0.88 |  Too sandy        |0.88

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |  Slope            |0.50

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

 Hiwood--------------| 6  |Somewhat limited   |     |Somewhat limited   |     |Somewhat limited   |

                     |    |  Too sandy        |0.88 |  Too sandy        |0.88 |  Too sandy        |0.88

                     |    |  Depth to         |0.00 |                   |     |  Slope            |0.50

                     |    |   saturated zone  |     |                   |     |                   |

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |  Depth to         |0.00

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |   saturated zone  |

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

 Two Inlets----------| 6  |Somewhat limited   |     |Somewhat limited   |     |Very limited       |

                     |    |  Gravel content   |0.07 |  Gravel content   |0.07 |  Gravel content   |1.00

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |  Slope            |0.12

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

 Redby---------------| 3  |Very limited       |     |Somewhat limited   |     |Very limited       |

                     |    |  Depth to         |1.00 |  Too sandy        |0.88 |  Depth to         |1.00

                     |    |   saturated zone  |     |                   |     |   saturated zone  |

                     |    |  Too sandy        |0.88 |  Depth to         |0.78 |  Too sandy        |0.88

                     |    |                   |     |   saturated zone  |     |                   |

                     |    |                   |     |                   |     |                   |

_____________________|____|___________________|_____|___________________|_____|___________________|_____

#########################################################################

SSURGO ON THE WEB

SSURGO data is available online, at a SSURGO database data access web page maintained by NRCS.  A national status map and a tabular listing (with links to metadata) organized by state show the scope of available data.  There is also an opportunity to download a concise fact sheet as well as a longer SSURGO Data Users Guide.  Finally, SSURGO spatial and attribute data may be downloaded in either Arc interchange or DLG3 format, with associated metadata in ASCII.

The URL for this page is:

http://www.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/ssur_data.html

Also, but only for many of the survey areas digitized by the Wisconsin Digitizing Unit:

Attribute data processed for easier manipulation in a GIS environment is available.  For further information on features and availability visit the following site:

http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/soil/GIS.html
Contributed by Mike Walker

#########################################################################

WINDOWS VERSION OF OSDCHECK

Last January, we sent out a query asking if there would be any interest in

a Windows version of the OSD Checking program which would eliminate the

need for Unix and/or SSSD.  The responses were very much in favor of the

idea.  we then asked users what they would like to see as far as a user

interface, functionality, etc.  These responses were used to develop the

Windows OSDCheck program.

The OSDCheck program has went through two rounds of testing by the Reno, NV;

Lakewood, CO; and Bismarck, ND MLRA offices and revised accordingly.  The

OSDCheck program is now available for use on Windows 95, 98, and NT systems.

The program (OSDCheck.EXE--3.4 MB in size) can be downloaded from the NSSC 

anonymous FTP site at: ftp nssc.nrcs.usda.gov 

It is in a directory called "outgoing" and in a sub directory called "OSDCheck".

NOTE: There is a "readme.doc" file in the same directory as the "OSDCheck.EXE"

      file which should also be downloaded.  Download this file even if you

      have had an earlier version of the OSDCheck program because the file

      has also been updated.

If you have an earlier version of the Windows OSDCheck program on your

system, it is advisable to remove it before installing the latest version.

The easiest method to remove an earlier version of the OSDCheck program is

to go through "Control Panel" and then choose the "Add/Remove Programs".

If there are any questions/concerns with the OSDCheck program, you can

contact me by email at "steven.speidel@nssc.nrcs.usda.gov" or by telephone

at (402) 437-5378.

Steve Speidel

Soils Hotline

National Soil Survey Center

Lincoln, NE

Email: steven.speidel@nssc.nrcs.usda.gov

PHONE: (402) 437-5378

#########################################################################

HEALTH AND SAFETY ON THE WEB

Check the Internet: - http://www.healthfinder.gov - provides ready access to more than 1,250 health related Web sites sponsored by many government agencies, non-profit groups, and educational institutions.  The U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services does preliminary screening to identify reputable sources.

Contributed by: Sandy Jerzak

#########################################################################

QUOTE

Invest in the millennium.  Plant sequoias.

-- Wendell Berry, American poet and writer

#########################################################################

NRCS TO MAP SOILS AT CRATER LAKE NATIONAL PARK

NRCS Oregon and the U.S. Department of Interior's National Park Service (NPS)

have entered into an agreement to complete a soil survey for scenic Crater

Lake National Park.  NPS will reimburse the agency for all costs related to

the survey.  NRCS will produce a map of the park's soils, an inventory of

vegetation, and ecological site descriptions for plant communities found in

the park. September 30, 2001, is the expected completion date.

From: NRCS This Week

#########################################################################

"INNOVATIVE AND CREATIVE THINKER" WINS SOIL SCIENTIST AWARD

Dr. Samuel Indorante of NRCS' Carbondale Major Land Resource Area's (MLRA)

Update Office recently became the first recipient of the National Cooperative

Soil Survey Soil Scientist of the Year Award.  "He is an innovative and

creative thinker," said Illinois State Conservationist Bill Gradle.  "We

always knew we had an outstanding soil scientist.  Now the whole country knows

it."  Samuel, who has served with NRCS since 1979, has gathered an impressive

array of expertise in soil science, geographic information systems, global

positioning systems, ground penetrating radar, and electromagnetic induction

meter technologies.  He provides leadership and shows personal commitments to

special projects that support MLRA, and has published numerous research papers

and articles that have spread ideas, knowledge, and inspiration to others in

the soil science arena.

From: NRCS This Week

#########################################################################

EXCEED 6.1.1 - NASIS REPORT MANAGER PREVIEW PROBLEM
Exceed version 6.1.1 causes the NASIS Report Manager preview window to

display what appears to be an empty report.

SOLUTION:

Edit the win.ini file and add the following two lines:

        [exceed]

        DisableStippleOptimization=1

Restart Exceed to make the change take effect.  You do not have to restart

Windows.

Tammy Cheever <Tammy.Cheever@nsscnt.nssc.nrcs.usda.gov>

Soils Hotline

National Soil Survey Center

Lincoln, NE

Email: hotline@nssc.nrcs.usda.gov

Fax:  402-437-5336

Phone:  402-437-5378 or 5379

#########################################################################

REVISED OFFICIAL SERIES DESCRIPTIONS

Last month, the following Official Series Descriptions were updated.  Please access the following web site to view and print them:

       http://www.statlab.iastate.edu/cgi-bin/osd/osdname.cgi

FRIGID:  allouez ... arcadian ... biwabik ... capitola ... daisybay ...eagleview ... zimmerman

MESIC:  adder ... aholt ... akan ... ansgar ... badus ... boaz ... canoe ...

erin ... franklin ... riceville ... schley ... walford

    ---------------------------------------------------------------------

#########################################################################

     ACTIVITY SCHEDULE (through March 15--subject to change)

MLRA DATE      ACTIVITY                     LOCATION          MO 10 STAFF

---- --------- ---------------------------- ----------------- -----------

 56  Feb 07-09 Steering Committee Meeting   Fargo             DesLauriers

 88  Feb 07-08 Steering Committee Meeting   Duluth            Giencke

 90  Feb 01-02 Steering Committee Meeting   Hinckley          Jahnke

                                                              Giencke

 91  Feb 14-15 Initial Field Rev (Hennepin) Brooklyn Center   Giencke

 92  Feb 16    Steering Committee Meeting   Ashland           Jahnke

 93  Feb 28-03 NASIS Interpretations Trng   Ironwood          Handler

 94B Feb 01-04 Steering Committee Meeting   Marquette         DesLauriers

 93A Feb 14-15 Steering Committee Meeting   Ramsay            Jahnke

103  Feb 23    DMU Coordination             St. Peter         Giencke

105  Mar 13-17 Final Correlation (La Crosse) Richland Center  Jahnke

107  Feb 28-03 Final Field Review           Onawa, Ames       Hempel

108  Feb 23-24 Steering Committee Meeting   Coralville        Hempel

                                                              Handler
#########################################################################

     CONTRIBUTIONS, IDEAS, SUGGESTIONS, AND QUESTIONS ARE WELCOME

This newsletter is intended to be a forum to distribute information of

a general nature that will benefit soil scientists in soil survey project

offices. It is hoped that it will foster communications and sharing of

knowledge among those soil scientists in MLRA Region 10.

                           *     *     *     *     *

Articles from other newsletters are often included to distribute ideas

and comments from other areas of the country; these ideas and comments

are not necessarily identical to those used in MLRA Region 10.

                           *     *     *     *     *

The format of this newsletter is intentionally simple so that it can be

received, read, and printed by the project office having the least

sophisticated computer and printer setup.

                        *     *     *     *     *

Thanks to those individuals who participated this month. It is your

efforts that have made this newsletter a success.

                         *     *     *     *     *

Please submit your articles at least five days before the end of the

month for inclusion in the following month's newsletter. Otherwise it

will appear the following month. Occasionally, due to other workload

demands, it may be an additional month before the article appears.

Generally, articles are inserted in the order they are received.

Articles in an electronic format can be submitted to:

john.handler@mn.usda.gov.

Articles in a paper format can be sent or faxed to:

   John Handler

   MLRA Region 10 Office

   USDA - NRCS

   375 Jackson Street - Suite 600

   St. Paul, Minnesota  55101-1854

   FAX: 1-651-602-7914

                        *     *     *     *     *

Previous month's copies of this newsletter are available at:

   http://www.mn.nrcs.usda.gov/mo10/mo10.html

#######################################################################

