Summary of Hydrologic Soil Groups - Michigan SOI-5 Guide

Hydrologic

Groups


Runoff Potential
Infiltration

Rate
Soil Depth & Drainage
Texture
Water

Transmission
Other

A


Low
High
Deep - Well Drained to Excessively 

Drained


Sands or Gravel
High


B

Moderate
Moderately Deep - Moderately Well Drained to Well Drained


Moderately Fine to Moderately Coarse
Moderate


C

Slow
Somewhat Poorly Drained


Moderately Fine to Fine
 Slow


A Layer that impedes downward movement of water



D
High
Very Slow
Shallow or Soils with a permanent high water table
Clay with high swelling potential
Very Slow


Clay pan or clay layer at or near the surface 



Dual hydrologic groups, A/D, B/D, and C/D are for soils that can be adequately drained.  The first letter applies to the drained condition, the second to the undrained.  Only soils that are rated D in their natural condition and are feasible and practical to drain are assigned to dual classes.
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